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Snyder woman takes part in global digital scavenger hunt
By Shirley A. Gorman
SDN Features Editors

A GISHWHEShean lives among us, 
and that is a good thing.

Founded in 2011, GISHWHES 
(Greatest International Scavenger Hunt 
the World Has Ever Seen) is a non-po-
litical movement that encourages and 
emphasizes the use of art as a means of 
exploration and communication. 

Actor Misha Collins, who stars as 
Castiel on Supernatural, founded the 
sometimes hard to define movement. 
According to its website, “GISHWHES 
has many forms and evolutions and in 
2011 took the form of the world’s big-
gest digital scavenger hunt.”

Collins and fellow GISHWHESheans 
decided to break the Guinness world 
record as the largest group of people 
to participate in a global international 
scavenger hunt. Collins had also started 
a charity — Random Acts — and the 
scavenger hunt was a way to raise mon-
ey for the charity since participants had 

to pay a minimum registration fee.
Misha’s Minions, as his Twitter fol-

lowers are called, joined by the thou-
sands. In fact, so many joined that they 
broke the registration. 

A Snyder’s woman’s avid interest in 
the CW television show and her admi-
ration for its stars, helped draw her to 
GISHWHES. Donna Gafford was the 
lone Snyder member on Team 90, one 
of 621 10-member teams that signed up 
for the first hunt. More than 6,000 peo-
ple from 65 countries were involved in 
the scavenger hunt held Thanksgiving 
week. According to the Guinness Book 
of World Records, 500 teams would 
have been enough to set a new record.

“I like doing fun things. I’m competi-
tive and I like to win,” Gafford said.

Ultimately Team 83 and two individ-
ual contestants were declared the win-
ners and flown to Italy as their reward.

The scavenger hunt provided partici-
pants with a choice of categories that 
had specific lists of 51 things to accom-
plish. Some had an international setting 
while others ranged from the simple to 
the unusual. One example was setting 
up a tent at the White House or using 
helium balloons to launch a five-foot 
Christmas tree into the air.

Others items included:
• Display an artifact from the Otto-

man Empire in a Pizza Hut in Bulgar-
ia.

• A “raft” party for 10 people includ-
ing radios, coolers of beer, in the mid-
dle of the desert. Everything had to be 

on something inflatable.
• A women wearing a dress (and only 

the dress) made entirely of bacon.
Gafford avoided those challenges 

and focused on the community events. 
Each item had to be completed in 20 
seconds or less and submitted in pho-
to or video form or through a website. 
Teams earned points based on each 
item submitted. This presented a chal-
lenge since Gafford would later realize 
that her teammates were not quite as 
dedicated as she was, leaving her to do 
most of the work.

Gafford asked for help on Facebook 
and Snyder’s Liffin Molter answered. It 
wasn’t long before a group of Molter’s 
fifth grade gifted and talented students 
began making strings of popcorn and 
cranberries that were wrapped several 
times around a police car.

Gafford was off and running as she 
began approaching people about the 
other things on her list. 

“Everyone was so cooperative,” Gaf-
ford said. “Only one person turned me 
down.”

Here are a few of the things Gafford 
submitted via video: 

• Gafford crossing a street holding a 
chicken she borrowed from Molter.

• City officials dancing the Hokey 
Pokey.

• GISHWES’ signs held at the Ritz 
Theatre.

• Leather clad biker holding a police 
officer’s hand.

• Snyder cheerleaders performing a 
cheer for Gafford’s team.

• Random act of kindness.
• Interpretive dance showing evolu-

tion of man.
• Boys and Girls Club participants 

spelled out GISHWES.
• Paramedics doing the Macarena.
• Serenading Walmart’s night shift.
Not everything worked out accord-

ing to plan. High winds foiled the plan 
to stack dominoes from the front of Mc-
Donald’s to the counter.

“After two days of trying, we were 
running out of time so we gave up,” 
Gafford said. 

The Snyder resident said she had so 
much fun that she is looking forward to 

Contributed photos
A group of Snyder Elementary School fifth grade gifted and talented students helped 
Donna Gafford complete one of the worldwide digital scavenger hunt activities. The 
task was to estimate and create strings of popcorn and cranberries to wrap around a 
police car. Once students completed the work, they used the popcorn and cranberry 
strings to trim a tree at the school in order to feed the birds. Pictured working around 
the table (top photo) on the front row (l-r) are Laura Ortegon, Laura Morado, Brody 
Jasso, Kayden Montoya and Wyatt Parker. On the back row are Maeghan Medrano, Bai-
ley Pierce, Trachelle Matthews, Gabby Rader, Sergio Villasana and Timothy Sosa. Liffin 
Molter, program director, said the students “really enjoyed the old-fashioned Christ-
mas activity for trimming the tree.” Students decorated a tree with left over strings. 
Pictured in the bottom photo (l-r) are fifth graders Laura Morado, Wyatt Parker and 
Savanna Porter. 

Misha Collins
as Castiel in Supernatural

Donna Gafford

See Gafford, Page 2B



NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— Tuskegee Airman Herbert 
Carter flew 77 missions during 
World War II and crashed landed 
only once, impressive numbers 
that challenged those skeptical 
of the abilities of black aviators. 
Decades later, he and the other 
legendary African-American 
airmen he flew with must once 
again prove themselves — at the 
box office.

Red Tails, a movie chronicling 
the heroism of the Tuskegee Air-
men and starring Cuba Gooding 
Jr. and Terence Howard, opens 
Friday in 2,500 theaters nation-
wide.

Star Wars creator George 
Lucas has been blunt about his 
23-year struggle to make the 
film. He said executives at every 
major studio rejected it because 
they didn’t think mainstream 
viewers would pay to see an all-
black cast.

The 94-year-old Carter sees 
the hesitation by studios as his-
tory repeating itself.

“It goes back to the old axiom 
that the all-black fighter squad-
ron, in their estimate, wasn’t go-
ing to do well,” said Carter, who 
made a career of the Air Force 
and retired as a lieutenant colo-
nel. “It ... doesn’t surprise me.”

The Tuskegee Airmen were 
the first black aviators in the U.S. 
military. They were trained in 
Alabama at Tuskegee Institute, 
now Tuskegee University, as a 

segregated unit during World 
War II.

After being admitted to the 
Army Air Corps, they were pro-
hibited from fighting alongside 
white counterparts and faced se-
vere prejudice, yet went on to be-
come one of World War II’s most 
respected fighter squadrons, 
successfully escorting countless 
bombers during the war.

And once back home, many 
became affluent businessmen 
and community leaders, despite 
the continued racism they faced.

“My heroes, those origi-
nal airmen, set the pace for 
us younger people,” quipped 
77-year-old Leon Crayton, a for-
mer Air Force flier and member 
of the honorary Tuskegee Air-
men chapter in Tuskegee, Ala., 
one of 55 in the U.S.

Lucas had several of the sur-
viving airmen join him for a 
screening of the movie in New 
York last week, including Dr. 
Roscoe Brown, Floyd Carter, 
Roscoe Draper, Shade Lee, 
Charles McGee, Eugene Rich-
ardson and Theobald G. Wilson.

Nate Parker, who plays the 
role of a flight leader in Red Tails,   
said he and the other actors were 
motivated by the leadership and 
bravery of the airmen, who dis-
tinguished themselves by paint-
ing the tails of their planes red, 
and formed a circle of prayer be-
fore many of their missions.

“They all strove for excel-

lence,” said Parker. “Excellence 
is the driving force through ad-
versity, in everything we do.”

Syndicated radio host Tom 
Joyner, whose father was an ear-
ly cadet in the Tuskegee Airman 
program, agreed. 

He said airmen like his father 
inspired him at one time to do a 
morning show in Dallas and then 
fly to Chicago for an afternoon 
show, earning the nicknames 
“The Fly Jock” and “The Hard-
est Working Man in Radio.”

While the big studios may cal-
culate that a movie focused on 
blacks can’t be a box office suc-
cess, promoters of Red Tails are 
playing up the aerial thrills and 
heroism that should appeal to all 
viewers, regardless of their race.

“These are American heroes 
whose story just needs to be 
put on the largest, biggest, wid-
est screen possible,” said Tirrell 
Whittley, head of Liquid Soul 
Media, which is marketing the 
film.

Carter and other surviving 
airmen, some of whom were 
advisers during the making of 

the movie, say they’re apprecia-
tive to Lucas for spending nearly 
$100 million of his own money 
to make and market the film.

“It’s a wonderful feeling that 
finally there is some recognition 
that’s being done in a manner 
that is credible to the Tuskegee 
Airmen,” Carter said.

Black filmmakers and actors 
are pulling for the movie to be 
successful because they realize 
its success could mean more op-
portunities for them.

“Every black film that’s made 
seems to have a bearing on 
whether black filmmakers get 
an opportunity,” said Terverius 
Black, a filmmaker in Hunts-
ville, Ala. “I want to see it be 
successful.”

Joyner said he too wants the 
movie to have strong box office 
numbers, but acknowledges it 
will be challenging.

“You have to make twice the 
money that you put in just to 
break even,” Joyner said. “You 
put in $100 million, you got to 
make $200 million.”

Duffy Daugherty, a football 
player and coach who died in 
1987, said, “My only feeling 
about superstition is that it’s un-
lucky to be behind at the end of 
the game.”

Many people consider 13 to be 
an unlucky number. Bridge play-
ers cannot have that superstition, 
because they hold 13 cards and 
play out 13 tricks. Also, it is not 
always unlucky to have insuf-

ficient tricks 
at the end of a 
deal. (Don’t you 
love sentences 
with three nega-
tives?)

The unsuper-
stitious players, 
who happily 
count to 13, tend 
to do well. This 

grand slam is a good example. 
How would you try to make sev-
en spades after West irritatingly 
leads a trump?

The bidding is sensible. Yes, 
there might be an unavoidable 
late heart or club loser, but how 
will North ever find out? (One 
other point: If you use Roman 
Key Card Blackwood, this im-
mediate jump should be regular 
Blackwood, not RKCB. To use 
RKCB, make your game-forcing 
raise, then bid four no-trump on 
the second round.)

When you are in a grand slam, 
there is no point in counting los-
ers, because you cannot afford 
any. Just try to find 13 tricks. 
Here, outside spades, you have 
five winners: the ace-king of 
hearts, the diamond ace and the 
ace-king of clubs. So you must 
win eight trump tricks. Luckily 
all your trumps are high, so there 
is no risk of an overruff. Howev-

er, before crossruffing, cash all 
of your side-suit winners.

Win the first trick on the board, 
play a diamond to your ace, then 
cash dummy’s four rounded-suit 
winners. After that, have fun 
ruffing dummy’s four remaining 
low cards in your hand and your 
three diamonds on the board.
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Counting to 13 is lucky in bridge

By Phillip Alder

Bridge

Rachel
Chaidez

is offering the same 
great services at a

new location.

573-4500
Tuesday thru

Saturday

Relocated to

Shear Elegance Salon
1805 27th Street

Library News
The Scurry County Library 

has a selection of IRS forms 
available. The IRS sends these 
to the library for public use. The 
staff is asking that professional 
tax preparers obtain forms di-
rectly from the IRS. The forms 
and instruction booklets are lo-
cated in the large reading room. 
The public can take whatever 
IRS forms and/or booklets need-
ed. The staff will also be receiv-
ing a set of forms that can be 
copied at a cost of 15 cents per 
copy.

 

Book Feature
The Time of Our Lives: A 

Conversation About America, 
by Tom Brokaw

Offering ideas from Ameri-
cans who are change agents 
in their communities, Brokaw 
gives us a nourishing vision 
of hopefulness in an age of di-
minished expectations. Rooted 
in the values, lessons and veri-
ties of generations past and of 
his South Dakota upbringing, 
Brokaw weaves together inspir-

ing stories of Americans who 
are making a difference with 
personal stories from his own 
family history.  He invites us to 
foster a rebirth of family, com-
munity, and civic engagement 
as profound as the one that won 
World War II, built our post-war 
prosperity and ushered in the 
Civil Rights era.

New Non-Fiction
Complete Idiot’s Guide to 

Nursing Entrance Exams, by 
Maryanne Baudo

Police Officer Exam: Power 
Practice

New Fiction
Supervolcano: Eruption, by 

Harry Turtledove
Sharpshooter in Petticoats, 

by Mary Connealy
The Litigators, by John Gr-

isham
The Art of Romance (The 

Matchmakers), by Kay Dacus
Don’t Take Any Wooden Nick-

els (The Million Dollar Myster-
ies), by Mindy Clark

Hazard, by Michael Senuta

New DVDs
Hanna 
Notting Hill
The Couple

New Young Adult Books
Close to Famous, by Joan 

Bauer
Cold Case, by Julia Leonard
 

Library Hours
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday
10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Jan. 13
Monte West directed

Section A
1. Sue Reed, Anita Talbott 
2. Margaret Dillaha, Shann Pierce  
3. Paula Gilbert, Judy Vaughan  

Section B
1. Margaret Dillaha, Shann Pierce  
2. Paula Gilbert, Judy Vaughan  
3. Nina Nesbit, Christine Stuard 

Jan. 17
Monte West directed

Section A
1. Linda West, Monte West  
2. Pat Floyd, Robbie Floyd  
3. Barbara Yorgesen, Dorothy Rosson  

Section B
1. Shann Pierce, Debra Hester  
2. Doris Spikes, Ford Spikes

Local Bridge

Snyder ISD
BREAKFAST

Stanfield Elementary
Monday: Waffle, string cheese, orange 

juice, chocolate milk
Tuesday: Egg and cheese sandwich, apri-

cots, chocolate milk
Wednesday: Egg and cheese turkey bur-

rito, applesauce, chocolate milk
Thursday: Apple cinnamon muffin, fresh 

orange, chocolate milk
Friday: Cinnamon biscuit, strawberry-ba-

nana yogurt, applesauce, chocolate milk
Snyder Elementary

Monday: Breakfast sausage link, orange 
juice, milk

Tuesday: Ham and cheese biscuit, fresh 
apple, milk

Wednesday: Cinnamon biscuit, fresh or-
anges, milk

Thursday: Assorted cereal, cinnamon 
toast, apricots, milk

Friday: Frosted strawberry Poptart, apple-
sauce, milk

Junior High
Monday: Frosted strawberry Poptart, or-

ange juice, milk
Tuesday: Turkey pancake wrap, fresh ap-

ple, milk
Wednesday: Muffin, banana, fresh orang-

es, milk
Thursday: Assorted cereal, cinnamon 

toast, apricots, milk
Friday: Breakfast pizza, applesauce, milk

High School
Daily Offerings: Assorted cereals, fresh 

fruit and toast
Monday: French toast sticks, chicken bis-

cuit, milk
Tuesday: Ham and cheese biscuit, break-

fast muffin with egg and cheese, milk
Wednesday: Egg, cheese and turkey bur-

rito, banana nut muffin, milk
Thursday: Orange glazed honey wheat 

cinnamon roll, fruit yogurt parfait, milk
Friday: Waffles with syrup, cheese omelet, 

milk
LUNCH

Stanfield Elementary
Monday: Chicken nuggets, soft baked 

pretzel, parsley noodles, fresh cucumbers, 
fresh grapes, milk

Tuesday: Honey lemon chicken, wheat 
dinner roll, baby carrots, fresh banana, fresh 
oranges

Wednesday: Grilled ham and cheese, 
black beans, Mexican rice, applesauce

Thursday: Chili macaroni, fresh oranges, 
fresh banana, honey wheat breadstick

Friday: Sun butter and jelly sandwich, Ro-
maine lettuce, fruit cocktail, fresh apple, but-
ter sugar cookie

Snyder Elementary
Monday: Corndog, chicken buffalo wrap, 

orange glazed cinnamon stick, sweet golden 
corn, fresh tomatoes and cucumbers, sliced 
peaches, fresh grapes, milk

Tuesday: Turkey nachos, hamburger, pret-
zel, baby carrots, diced pears, fresh orange, 
tortilla crisp, milk

Wednesday: Bean and cheese burrito, 
Sloppy Joe, pinto beans, Mexican spiced rice, 
celery sticks, applesauce, fresh cantaloupe, 
milk

Thursday: Beef ravioli, grilled cheese 
sandwich, breadstick, sweet golden corn, 
fresh broccoli, cucumber, fresh banana, apri-
cots, milk

Friday: Cheese pizza, turkey and cheese 
wrap, dinner roll, baby carrots, fruit cocktail, 
fresh apple, chocolate chip cookie, milk

Junior High
Daily Offerings: Hamburger, cheeseburg-

er, chicken patty sandwich, assorted pizzas, 
vegetables, fruit and desserts

Monday: Barbecue pork sandwich, chick-
en fried steak sandwich, milk

Tuesday: Sweet and sour chicken, barbe-
cue pork riblet on a bun, milk

Wednesday: Turkey enchiladas, grilled 
ham and cheese, milk

Thursday: Inside-out manicotti with honey 
wheat breadstick, pizza sticks with marinara 
sauce, milk

Friday: Rotisserie chicken with parsley 
noodles, fish sandwich, milk

High School
Daily Offerings: Cheeseburger, chicken 

patty sandwich, pizza, fruit, vegetables, 
canned fruit

Monday: Barbecue pork sandwich, chick-
en fried steak sandwich, soft pretzel, choco-
late chip cookie, milk

Tuesday: Sweet and sour chicken, barbe-
cue pork riblet, hash browns, baby carrots, 
milk

Wednesday: Enchiladas, grilled ham and 
cheese, campfire beans, Mexican spiced 
rice, applesauce, milk

Thursday: Inside-out manicotti with bread-
stick, pizza sticks with marinara sauce, sweet 
golden corn, applesauce cake, milk

Friday: Rotisserie chicken, dinner roll, 
fish sandwich, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
tossed salad, brownies, milk

Ira ISD
BREAKFAST

Monday: Biscuit and sausage, fruit, juice, 
milk

Tuesday: Breakfast burrito, fruit, juice, 
milk

Wednesday: Pancakes, fruit, juice, milk
Thursday: Blueberry muffins, fruit, juice, 

milk
Friday: Sausage on a stick, fruit, juice, 

milk
LUNCH

Monday: Toasted ham and cheese sand-
wich, grilled cheese, chicken strips, veggie 
dippers, apple, baked chips, chocolate chip 
cookies, milk

Tuesday: Soft taco, chicken fajitas, hot 
dog, lettuce and tomatoes, Spanish rice, re-
fried beans, Jell-O, milk

Wednesday: Chicken nuggets, steak fin-
gers, turkey wraps, mashed potatoes, baby 
carrots, strawberry and bananas, bread-
sticks, milk

Thursday: Spaghetti and meat sauce, 
grilled chicken patty, hamburger, salad, green 
beans, apple crisp, breadstick, milk

Friday: Grilled cheese, ham sandwich, 
burrito, chicken noodle soup, celery and pea-
nut butter, orange, crackers, milk

School Lunch Menu

much fun that she is looking forward to another scavenger hunt. 
When Gafford isn’t being a GISHWHESean or watching Super-

natural, she attends conventions dedicated to the show. Last year 
she traveled to Vancouver for one convention and met her team-
mates for the first time. She also met stars of the show for a blog she 
wrote about the convention. Gafford is also big fan of Jared Pada-
lecki and Jensen Ackles who portray Sam and Dean Winchester, 
respectively. 

“The cast and crew really appreciated the fans being there,” Gaf-
ford said. “They even brought us coffee.”

Supernatural is now in its seventh season. It debuted with the 
premise that the young Winchester brothers lost their mother to 
a mysterious supernatural force. Their father John (Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan) raised them to be soldiers, teaching them about paranor-
mal evil and how to destroy it.

Gafford
Continued from Page 1B

Red Tails airmen have new target: box office

Tyler, Underwood team for Crossroads 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Steven Tyler and Carrie Under-

wood are teaming up for a special CMT Crossroads the night before 
the Super Bowl.

Their performance during the Academy of Country Music 
Awards of Undo It and Walk This Way was one of the night’s high-
lights and a viral video on the Web the next day.


